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RE: WC Docket No. 17-84, Accelerating Wireline Broadband Deployment by Removing 
Barriers to Infrastructure Investment 

Dear Chairman Pai, 

As the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) considers One-Touch Make-Ready 
(OTMR) proposals for the expansion of high speed broadband internet access, I ask that you give 
full consideration to line workers' contractual obligations under existing collective bargaining 
agreements. 

As you know, OTMR proposals would allow companies seeking to add equipment to 
utility poles to move pre-existing equipment, wires, and utility lines. While I am supportive of 
efforts to improve efficiency, I am concerned that well-intentioned streamlining efforts that 
bypass skilled workers may lead to increased service disruptions and decreased worker safety. 

Professional line workers are in the best position to safely and adeptly move existing 
utility lines while ensuring worker safety and reliable service. These individuals are by-and-large 
career employees in career level jobs with health and retirement benefits. Should the 
Commission bypass these workers, American consumers would undoubtedly pay a price through 
added delays. As the Commission considers action on OTMR proposals, I ask that you respect 
existing collective bargaining agreements that allow line workers to maintain control over their 
own materials and facilities; thereby ensuring work is done safely and properly. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact my office at (202) 225-1313. 

ee L. Hastings 
Member of Congress 
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